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Introduction

Verily, all praise is due to Allah and may the Blessings and Peace of Alldh be upon our Prophet
Muhammad and upon his family and his companions until the Last Day.

To proceed:

Recently, some statements have been reported in the news media, which are attributed to Al-
Mulla, Muhammad ‘Umar, may Allah preserve him and give him victory, ordering the Taliban of
Pakistan to cease their attacks against the Pakistani military.

Many Islamic blogs, posting boards and forums have come out praising these words, saying that
it shouldn’t be for Muslims to attack another Muslims, and that this conflict between the
Taliban and the Pakistani military has brought about bad views and harm to the Mujahidin.

Regardless of whether or not these orders are authentic, * the issue of fighting this army and
the likes of it should be made clear, because this type of scenario is not one without a historical
precedent, and the Shari’ah rulings in these matters are clear. And due to some of the reactions
by our brothers to these alleged orders, and their welcoming this cease-fire on the basis that
the Pakistani military are to be afforded the rights of Islam and treated as Muslims, we hope to
put forward some clarification on this issue.

Preliminary Points of Benefit
To begin, we need to put forth some points in order for the topic to be understood:
1. The Government Itself

The Pakistani government is a non-Islamic government which has abandoned the Shari’ah and
put in its place, a democracy in some ways, and a military dictatorship in others. It has formed

! Sadly, the assumption on the part of many of our brothers has been that, not only are these reports genuine, but
that this cease-fire was due to the “Islam” of the Pakistani military. It seems very few have even considered that
even if these reported cease-fire orders are authentic, they could be due to military strategies, such as pausing the
hostilities in order to consolidate the control over the regions now under Taliban control in Northern Pakistan, etc.



allegiances with the disbelievers against the Muslims in Afghanistan, as well as in Pakistan. 2
Both of these are clear nullifications of Islam as is well known. Allah, lw, has stated:
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¢ And whosoever does not judge by what Alléh has revealed, such are Al-Kdfiriin (the

disbelievers). 3

And He, dw, said:
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4 Have you seen those (hypocrites) who claim that they believe in that which has been sent

down to you, and that which was sent down before you, and they wish to go for judgement
(in their disputes) to the Taghdt * (i.e. false judges, rulers etc.) while they have been ordered to
reject them. But Shaitdn (Satan) wishes to lead them far astray. i >

And regarding the issue of forming allegiances with the enemies of Islam against the Muslims,
Allah, J= s, said:
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? For more details on the nature of this allegiance and the Pakistani-US relationship founded on the elimination of
Islamist influences in the region, please see the two Reports for Congress: “Pakistan-U.S. Anti-Terrorism
Cooperation” & “Pakistan-U.S. Relations”, written by K. Alan Kronstadt, Analyst in Asian Affairs, Foreign Affairs.
And the new president of Pakistan, Asif Ali Zardari, said recently in a 60 Minutes interview: “It's important to stop
them and make sure that it doesn't happen again and they don't take over our way of life. That's what they want
to do.” — Feb. 15", interviewed by Steve Kroft. And in the same interview, the army general, Tariqg Khan — who
leads the fight against the Taliban in the Northern Pakistani region called “Bajaur” — was asked by Steve Kroft:
“What surprised you? What gave them their (i.e. the Taliban’s) strength?” To which the general replied: “The kind
of tenacity.... the need to hold onto ground. There were no surrenders... as much as people willing to die.”

* Shrat al-M#’idah, 44

* Ibn Taymiyyah, may Alldh be merciful to him, said: “The person who is obeyed in disobedience of Alldh or the
person who is obeyed in following other than the guidance and the religion of truth; whether his information
which contradicts the Book of Allah is accepted or his order which contradicts the Order of Allah is followed, he is a
Tagh(t. For this reason, the one from whom judgments are sought, who rules by other than the Book of Alldh is
called a ‘Taghat’.” — “Majm{’ al-Fatawa”, Vol. 28/113, publication of “Dar al-Wafa’”; al-Mansdrah, 3" Edition, 1426
H.

> Sgrat an-Nisd’, 60



4 O you who believe! Take not the Jews and the Christians as allies; they are but allies to one

another. And if any amongst you takes them as allies then surely he is one of them. Verily,
Alléh guides not those people who are the wrongdoers. 6

And He, dw, said:
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e% And those who disbelieve are allies to one another. %o 7

And the evidences for these two actions being acts of major disbelief are more than can be
mentioned, and here is not the place. 8

2. The Supporters / Defenders of Such a Government

Once it is clear that the government itself is a Tagh(t, without going into the issues of individual
people within the government, ? what is the ruling on the groups and institutions that fight to
defend it?

It must be understood that the military of any country are the main protectors of that
government, and it is what keeps it in power. They support and preserve its rule and implement
its mandate with respect to foreign and even domestic defence.
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4 And incline not toward those who do wrong, lest the Fire should touch you, and you have no

protectors other than Alléh, nor you would then be helped.  *°

Therefore, Alldh, J=s ;¢, included His threat of punishment (i.e. the Fire) towards the
wrongdoers, along with those who support and assist them.

® Shrat al-Ma’idah, 51

7 Sarat al-Anfal, 73

® For those who want more clarification on the two issues, they may review the book “Why The Governments Have
Disbelieved”, as well as the releases from At-Tibyan Publications: “A Decisive Refutation of Salafi Publications”, and
for the issue of allegiance, “Ad-Dald’il Fi Hukm Muwalat Ahl al-Ishrak” by Imam Sulayman ibn ‘Abdillah Al ash-
Shaykh, “At-Tibyan Fi Kufri Man A’an al-Amrikan” by Shaykh Nasir ibn Hamad al-Fahd, “As-Sayf al-Battar ‘Ala Man
Yuwali al-Kuffar” by Imam ‘Abd Allah ibn ‘Abd al-Barf al-Ahdal, may Allah be merciful to him, and “Millat Ibrahim”
by Shaykh Abd Muhammad al-Maqdisi.

° And this is a separate topic, wherein there are differences of opinion among both our past, and our
contemporary scholars. And due to the fact that this essay specifically relates to the ruling on fighting an army,
which takes the general rulings of its government, we will not be digressing into this separate topic here.

% sarat HOd, 113



And Shaykh al-Islam, Ibn Taymiyyah, i 4=, said: “And likewise the (Prophetic) narration: ‘When

the Day of Resurrection arrives, it will be asked: ‘Where are the oppressors and their
supporters?’ (And the narrator added): Or he said: ‘And those like them?’ Then they will be
joined together in coffins of fire, then they will be thrown into the Fire.” And more than one of
the Salaf has said: ‘The supporters of the oppressors are those who help them, even if he fills an
inkwell or sharpens a pencil for them.” Even from them (i.e. then Salaf) were those who said:
‘Whoever washes their clothes from the helpers. And their helpers, they are from their spouses
who were mentioned in the (aforementioned) verse. Because the one who helps upon
righteousness and piety is from the people of that (i.e. righteousness and piety), whereas the
one who helps upon sin and transgression is from the people of that (i.e. sin and transgression):

g " ¢ J/i/ﬁx i/ /./. u/.o,/ s - o¥ < g J/i// - i/ /./, o/.a./ @
4 G JiS d S0 A D Al (0 e Cmal d SO BLS BBLS adB e b
4 Whosoever intercedes for a good cause will have the reward thereof, and whosoever

intercedes for an evil cause will have a share in its burden. » *!

“And the Shafi’ (interceder) is the one who helps another. So, with him, he becomes a Shafi’
(even number, i.e. in a pair, no longer alone) after he was a Witr (odd number, i.e. alone). And
due to this, the intercession for a good cause was explained as helping the Believers in Jihad,
and the Intercession for an evil cause was explained as helping the disbelievers in fighting the
Believers, as Ibn Jarir and Ab{ Sulayman mentioned.” *2

And Allah, dws;, said about Fir'awn (Pharaoh):
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4 And (with) Fir'awn (Pharaoh), the one who had pegs? »**

In this Tafsir of this verse, lbn Jarir at-Tabari, & 4, said: “He, may His, o3t Je, asks: ‘Have you

not seen what your Lord did also with Fir'awn, the one who had the pegs?’ And the people of
interpretation have differed with regards to the meaning of His saying: ‘The one who had pegs’,
and why that was said about him. So some of them said: ‘The meaning of that is the one who
had soldiers who strengthened his status for him, and they said: ‘The pegs in this instance
referred to the soldiers (of Firawn).” *

So it is clear from what has passed that helping them stay in power, through protecting them,
and even things far less than this, are great crimes in and of themselves.

" sorat an-Nisd’, 85

12 “Majm{’ al-Fatawd”, Vol. 7/45, publication of “Dar al-Wafa’”; al-Mans(rah, 3" Edition, 1426 H.

3 Sgrat al-Fajr, 10

% “Tafsir at-Tabari”, Vol. 24/370-371, publication of “Dar Hajr”; Cairo, 1% Edition, 1422 H. Tahqiq of Dr. ‘Abd Allah
ibn ‘Abd al-Muhsin at-Turki



Fighting the Army as a Group, Which Takes the Ruling of the Government

After these preliminary points have been clarified, the next issue is that the group, or the
followers, take the same general ruling as the leader that they follow, even if they might differ
with them in reality. And the Shar’iah is filled with texts alluding to the followers taking the
general rulings of their leaders, as Allah, w, said:
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4 The Day when We shall call together all human beings with their Imdm. & -

Some examples to illustrate this point are:
1. The Deputies and Military of Firawn (Pharaoh):

When describing the deputies, supporters and the military of Fir'awn (Pharaoh), we see that
Allah, J=5 ¢, made no distinction between them, as He said:
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4 Verily! Fir'awn, Himdn and their soldiers were sinners. i 16

And He, dw, said:
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4And We let Fir'awn and Hdmdn and their soldiers receive from them that which they
feared.y

And He, dw, said:
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4 So We seized him and his soldiers, and We threw them all into the sea. So behold what was

the end of the Thélimin (wrongdoers). And We made them leaders, calling to the Fire, and on
the Day of Resurrection, they will not be helped. % **

> sorat al-Isrd’, 71
% sorat al-Qasas, 8
Y sorat al-Qasas, 6
B sorat al-Qasas, 40-41



Therefore Alldh, Jw, made them equal in sin: 4 were sinners & as well as in His threat of
punishment: 4 that which they feared % and in His punishment in this worldly-life (Dunya):
4and We threw them all into the sea # and in the punishment of the Hereafter: 4 and on the
Day of Resurrection, they will not be helped. &» And He described them as being: 4 leaders,
calling to the Fire. &

2. The Military of Quraysh on the Day of Badr:

On the day of the Battle of Badr, when the Muslim army was victorious against the army of
Quraysh, we see that the Sunnah of the Messenger of Allah, W ; 4s & s, was to treat all the

prisoners according to the rulings upon the army itself, despite the fact that there were
Muslims present within their ranks who had been compelled to join them.

The ruling upon the prisoners was that they (or their families in Makkah) must pay ransom in
order for the prisoners to be freed. And this ruling was even held upon the Muslim prisoners
who were captured that day. And this example was particularly noteworthy in the case of the
Prophet’s, phwy e Y <, paternal uncle, Al-‘Abbas, «s a 25 Who was a Muslim at the time.

Anas, & & 2, nNarrated that some men from the Ansar asked permission from the Messenger
of Allah, ¢wy als & s, saying, “Give us permission so that we may spare ‘Abb3s — the son of

our sister * — (from paying) his ransom.” He said: “By Alléh, you will not leave a Dirham from
it.” 20

Ibn Hajar said: “His saying: ‘That some men from the Ansar’, in other words, from those who
witnessed Badr, because Al-’Abbas was taken prisoner in Badr, as will follow. And the
polytheists took him out with them to Badr, as Ibn Is’hag narrated from the Hadith of Ibn
‘Abbas: ‘That the Prophet, oluj s Y &, said to his Companions on the Day of Badr: 1 know
that men from Bani Hdshim were brought out by compulsion, so whoever finds anyone of them,
then he must not kill him.’

Until lbn Hajar said:

“And Ibn Is’haq narrated from the Hadith of Ibn ‘Abbas, that the Prophet, olu; 4ks Y e, said: ‘O

‘Abbds, pay your ransom and the ransom of the sons of your two brothers, ‘Aqil ibn Ab7 Télib
and Nawfal ibn al-Hdrith, and your ally ‘Utbah ibn ‘Amr, as you are a wealthy man.’ He said: ‘|

% Al-‘Abbas, as & 25, was referred to as “the son of our sister” by the people of Al-Madinah because his paternal
grandmother (i.e. the mother of his father, ‘Abd Al-Muttalib) was a woman from Ban{ Najjar, a tribe belonging to
Al-Khazraj from Al-Madinah.

20 “Sahih al-Bukhari” (#4,018) and (#2,537)



am Muslim, but the people compelled me!” He, phwy s # e, said: ‘Alldh knows best regarding

what you say. If what you say is true, then AllGh will reward you, but what is apparent from your
condition is that you were against us.” **

The origin of the first Hadith was narrated by Ahmad from ‘Al Ibn Abi Talib, «s & =3 22 and the
second one was narrated by Ahmad from the path of Ibn Is’haq.

And Shaykh al-Islam, lbn Taymiyyah, & a»,, used the Hadith of lbn ‘Abbas as evidence for

applying the rulings of disbelief upon those who go out in the fighting alongside the
disbelievers, even if he is a believer who was actually compelled, as he said:

“And they may fight (against us), while within (their ranks) is a believer who is concealing his
faith. And he might be present in the fighting alongside them while he was unable to emigrate
(beforehand), and then he becomes compelled upon the fighting. (If so), he will be raised up on
the Day of Resurrection upon his intention. As it is in the Sahih from the Prophet, okw s o o,

that he said: ‘An army will battle against this House (i.e. the Ka’bah), then while they (i.e. that
army) are in a wilderness of the Earth, they will be swallowed up.” So it was asked: ‘O
Messenger of Allah, yet within them are those who were compelled?’ He said: ‘They will be
raised up upon their intentions.” ** This is in the outward matter. And if he is killed and judged
upon with that which is judged upon the disbelievers, then Allah will raise him up upon his
intention. Just as the hypocrites from us are judged upon what is apparent from the ruling of
Islam (i.e. that they are Muslims) yet they will be raised up (on the Day of Resurrection) upon
their (true) intentions. And the recompense on the Day of Resurrection is based upon what lies
in the hearts — not only upon (what is seen on) the outside. And due to this, it was narrated that
Al-‘Abbas said: ‘O Messenger of Alléh, | was compelled.” He said: ‘As for your outside, then it
was against us. As for your inside, then it is (left up) to Alléh.” =

And similarly, when Ibn Taymiyyah, & 4=, discussed the rulings upon the Resisting Group (At-

Ta’ifah al-Mumtan’iah) — those being a faction which resists the valid authority of the Islamic
State, he described this group as collectively taking the rulings of its leadership. As he said:

“And the group; if each part of it supports the other, to the point where they resist (militarily),
then they are partners with respect to the rewards and the punishments, just as the Mujahidin
are, because the Prophet said: ‘The believers’ blood is equal and the protection (they offer)
includes the least of them (in numbers and status). And they are a (single) hand against those

2 “Eat’'h al-Bari”, Vol. 7/322, publication of “Dar al-Ma’rifah”; Beirut, original transcript reviewed by Shaykh ‘Abd

al-‘Aziz ibn ‘Abd Alldh ibn Baz

22 “Musnad al-lmam Ahmad”, Vol. 2/77, publication of “Dar al-Jil”. Declared “Sahih” by Ahmad Shakir
2 “Musnad al-lmam Ahmad”, Vol. 5/105. publication of “Dar al-Jil”. Declared “Dha’if” by Ahmad Shakir.
* Narrated by al-Bukhari, (#2,118), and others from ‘Aishah, s & 25 and others

> “Majm{’ al-Fatdwa”, Vol. 19/120-121, publication of “Dar al-Wafa’”; al-Mansdrah, 3" Edition, 1426 H.
and like it in “Minh3j as-Sunnah”, Vol. 5/121-122 with the Tahqiq of Dr. Muhammad Rashad Salim



other than them. And (that which) their platoons acquire goes (also) to those who were sitting.’
%6 Meaning, that if a platoon from the Muslim army goes out and acquires some property (in
spoils of war), then the (whole) army is partners with it (i.e. the platoon) in that (i.e. each being
entitled to a share), because with its support and its strength, this made it possible.”

Until he said:

“So those who assist the resisting group (At-Ta’ifah al-Mumtan’iah) and its supporters are from
it (i.e. included) with regards to that which is for it and against it.”
Until he said:

“Because the single group which resists as a whole, is like one individual.” 27

3. The Fatwa (#9,247) From Al-Lajnah ad-Da’imah lil-Buhath al-’limiyyah wal-Iftd’ in
Saudi Arabia:

The Question: “What is the ruling of the general population of the Rawafidh al-Imamiyyah al-
Ithna ‘Ashariyyah? And is there a difference between the scholars of any group from the groups
that are outside of Islam and between its followers with regards to the labeling of them as
disbelievers and transgressor (Fasiq)?”

Answer: “All praise be to Allah, Alone, and may the Blessings and Peace be upon His Messenger
and his family and his companions, and to proceed:

Whoever from the general people joins the group of an Imam from the Imams of disbelief and
misguidance, and supports their masters and their superiors out of transgression and tyranny,
then he is judged upon with their ruling from disbelief and transgression. Allah, lw, said:

4 The people ask you concerning the Hour.:

Until He (i.e. Allah) said:
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4 And they will say: “Our Lord! Verily, we obeyed our chiefs and our great ones, and they

misled us from the (Right) Way. Our Lord! give them double torment and curse them with a
mighty curse! &

?® Narrated by Abd Dawdd (#2,751) and Ibn Majah (#2,191) and al-Albani declared it “Hasan Sahih” in both
instances. Also narrated by An-Nasa’t (#4,760) and Ibn Majah (#2,189) and al-Albant declared it “Sahith” in both
instances. All with similar phrasings.

7 “Majm{’ al-Fatadwa”, Vol. 28/173, publication of “Dar al-Wafa’”; al-Mans(rah, 3" Edition, 1426 H.



And read the Verse number 165, 166, 167 from Slrat al-Bagarah, and the Verse number 37, 38,
39 from Sdrat al-A’raf and the Verse number 21, 22 from Sdrat Ibrahim and the Verse number
28, 29 from Sdrat al-Furgan and the Verses number 62, 63, 64 from Sdrat al-Qasas and the
Verses number 31, 32, 33 from Sihrat Saba’ and the Verses number 20 until 36 from Sirat as-
Saffat and the Verses number 47 until 50 from S{rat Ghafir and other than that in the Book and
the Sunnah are many. And because the Prophet, Juj ks & s, fought the heads of the

polytheists and their followers, and likewise did the Sahabah, and they did not differentiate
between the masters and the followers.

And with Allah is the granting of success, and may Alldh send Blessings and Peace upon our
Prophet Muhammad, and his family and his companions.”

Al-Lajnah ad-Da@’imah lil-Buhath al-’limiyyah wal-Iftd’
Signed by:

‘Abd Alldh ibn Qa’(d, Member

‘Abd Allah ibn Ghudyan, Member

‘Abd ar-Razzaq ‘Afifi, Council Vice President
‘Abd al-’Aziz ibn Baz, President 2

Closing Summary

And in closing, the issue of the Pakistani army is no different in terms of collective rulings by the
Mujahidin or other than them from the Muslims. And they are to be treated according the
same standards as their disbelieving government, which they protect, defend and support.
There is nothing to differentiate them from the heads of state collectively and even if it is
conceivable that some of their members could be excused, due to some type of compulsion, or
misinterpretation or ignorance, it does not change the way in with they are to be responded
with in implementing the mandate of the government.

And considering that there is a difference of opinion on what type of disbelieve the armies are
labelled with, as a group of scholars have taken the opinion that being in a resisting group
automatically brings about a declaration of specific disbelief, we left out that issue. We take the
more lenient of the two opinions, in that the individuals can have a spate ruling from the army.
We are also not saying that all armies are equal in their attacks on Islam, or that they should all
be attacked equally. The point is to show that the basic rule is that they follow the ruling of
their leader and what they are defending. For those who want more information and details on
this issue, they may look to the following resources:

*® From “Fatawa al-Lajnah ad-D&’imah lil-Buhdth al-’llmiyyah wal-Ifta””, Vol. 2/267-268, publication of “Dar al-
'Asimah”; Riyadh, 1411 H. Compiled by Ahmad ibn ‘Abd ar-Razzaq ad-Duwaysh,



“Majm{’ al-Fatawa”, Vol. 28/277-301, publication of “Dar al-Wafa’”; al-Mans(irah, 3" Edition,
1426 H. as well as nearly any of the Fatawa regarding fighting the Tartars, as lbn Taymiyyah
discussed the issues of the precence of believers amongst the army of the disbelievers.

“Al-Jami’ Fi Talab al-‘lim ash-Sharif”, by Shaykh ‘Abd al-Qadir ibn ‘Abd al-‘Aziz, Vol. 2/656-665
and elsewhere

“Natharat fil-ljma’ al-Qat’t” by Shaykh Hasan Muhammad Qa’id “Ab( Yahya al-Lib1”
“Ar-Risalah ath-Thalathiniyyah” by Shaykh Abl Muhammad al-Maqdisi pages 306-314 and
elsewhere.

“Jihad at-Tawaghit Sunnah Rabbaniyyah La Tatabaddal” by the Shar’i Council of Jama’at al-Jihad
in Egypt

“Al-Bahith ‘An Hukm Qatl Afrad wa Dhubbat al-Mabahith” by Shaykh Ab{( Jandal Faris Al
Shuwayl az-Zahrani

“Nathr al-Lu’lu” wal-Yaqat li-Bayan Hukm ash-Shara’ Fi A’'wan wa Ansar at-Tagh(t” by Shaykh
‘Abd ar-Rahman ibn ‘Abd al-Hamid al-Amin

“Al-ldhah wat-Tabyin Fi Anna al-Hukkam at-Tawaghit wa Juylshaham Kuffar ‘Alat-Ta’yin” by
Shaykh ‘Abd al-Hakim Hassan

“Hidayat as-Sari Fi Hukm Istihdaf at-Tawari’” by Shaykh AbG Bakr Muhammad ibn Ibrahim al-
Husni

“Masd’il Himah Fi Bayan Hal Juylsh al-Ummah” by Shaykh Ab{ Basir at-Tart(si

We ask Allah, J=; ;¢, to accept this small effort on our behalf and to guide the Muslims to the
knowledge of His Religion and its rulings. And we ask Allah, lw, to grant victory to those of His

slaves fighting against the apostates and their armies and allies throughout the Earth. And may
the Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon the Messenger of Allah and upon his family and
companions until the Last Day.
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